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citoyen actif. No man who does not pay the marc (fargent,
or yearly tax equal to three-days labour, shall be other
than a passive citizen: not the slightest yote for him; were
he acting, all the year round, with sledge-hammer, with
forest-levelling axe! Unheard of! cry Patriot Journals.
Yes truly, my Patriot Friends, if Liberty, the passion and
prayer of all men's souls, means Liberty to send your fifty-
thonsandth part of a new Tongue-fencer into National De-
. bating-club, then, be the gods "witness, ye are hardly en-
treated. 0, if in National Palaver (as the Africans name
it), such blessedness is verily found, what tyrant would
deny it to Son of Adam! Nay, might there not be a Fe-
male Parliament too, with ' screams from the Opposition
benches/ and ' the honourable Member borne out in hys-
terics'? To a Children's Parliament would I gladly con-
sent ; or even lower if ye wished it. Beloved Brothers I
Liberty, one may fear, is actually, as the ancient wise men
said, of Heaven. On this Earth, where, thinks the enlight-
ened public, did a brave little Dame de Staal (not Necker's
Daughter, but a far shrewder than she) find the nearest
approach to Liberty? After mature computation, cool as
Dilworth's, her answer Is, In the Bastille.1 "Of Heaven f
answer many, asking. Wo that they should ask; for that
is the very misery! "Of Heaven" means much; share in
the National Palaver It may, or may as probably not mean.

One Sansculottic bough that cannot fail to flourish is
Journalism. The voice of the People being the voice of God,
shall,not such divine voice make itself heard"? To the ends
of France; and in as many dialects as when the first great
Babel was to be built! Some loud as the lion; some small
as the sucking dove. Mirabeau himself has his instructive
Journal or Journals, witli Geneva hodmen working in them;

i Be Staal, AMmoires (Paris, 1821), i. IC9-2SO.